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One of the primary 
factors in the success 
of the Laramie County 
Community College 
women’s soccer team 
so far in the 2018 
season is teamwork.  
Taylor Stoeger, a 
sophomore forward 
for the Golden Eagles, 
is a team player, and 
that fact is bore out in 
statistics.

As of Oct. 4, 
Stoeger leads the 
Golden Eagles in 
goals with six and as-
sists with five. 

Stoeger said she 
attributes her success 
this season to the 
extra time she spent 
practicing the skills 
that she said she per-
sonally struggled with. 

Stoeger said she 
thinks the team will 
do well the rest of 
this season. Through 
Oct. 4, the team has 

posted a record of 
7-4 with six of those 
victories coming 
against Region IX 
competition. The 
Golden Eagles have 
had a tougher time 
against non-con-
ference opponents, 
most recently losing 

to Tyler Junior College 
and Iowa Western 
Community College, 
two schools that are 
generally in the mix 
for a national title. 
Tyler was ranked third 
in the nation and Iowa 
Western eighth for the 
week of Oct. 2, while 
the Golden Eagles 
were ranked 12th.  

When asked about 
the struggles with 
Western Iowa, where 
the Golden Eagles 
lost 2-0, Stoeger said 
they have their ups 
and downs and were 
unable to finish and 
score goals. Despite 
losing by two goals, 
the Golden Eagles 
were nearly even with 

Iowa Western in shots 
on goal, 10-9.

Since then, the 
Golden Eagles have 
won five straight 
games. Stoeger has 
notched four assists 
over those five games. 

Coach Jim Gardner 
said he has several 
team-first players like 
Stoeger on the roster, 
and they all work hard 
to be successful. He 
added that when he 
talks to Stoeger she 
is all about the team 
and not her indi-
vidual game. Gardner 
said that players like 
Stoeger are a pleasure 
to have on the team. 
He said he looks for 
players who work 
hard and have the 
skills to be successful. 

Gardner said that 
the conference teams 
are not as tough to 
play as some of the 
non-conference 

games, but the Golden 
Eagles compete with 
the same mentality 

that they would play 
with at nationals.

Team-first mindset leads to Stoeger’s success

By Will Crawford 
Tri-Editor

For the first time in 
12 years, the Laramie 
County Community 
College volleyball team 
will host the Region 
IX tournament in 
Cheyenne. 

The Golden Eagles 
volleyball team is com-
ing off a Region IX title 
just a year ago. The 
Golden Eagles beat 
Sheridan College on 
its home floor, which 
gave LCCC a bid to 
the national tourna-
ment that was held in 
Hutchinson, Kansas. 

The Golden Eagles 
hope to continue 
that success this year 
but at famous Storey 
Gym. Storey Gym 
has become famous 
for holding gradua-
tions, concerts, and 
athletic contests. 
The gym was built in 
1950 for Central High 

School students, and 
for many years it was 
shared space between 
Cheyenne East and 
Central and later 
Cheyenne South.. The 
gym seats 4,500. 

Due to the NJCAA 
ceiling requirements, 
the Recreation and 
Athletics Complex is 
disqualified from host-
ing postseason events. 
Men’s and women’s 
basketball also can’t 
hold postseason games 
due to the RAC’s non-
regulation ceiling.  

Sophomore stand-
outs Kylie Martin and 
Avery Nelson said 
they’re excited to have 
the Region IX tourna-
ment in Cheyenne. 
Martin said even 
though it’s not on the 
LCCCcampus, she is 
excited for the tourna-
ment to be at Storey 
Gym.

“We’ve always had 
to travel to other places 

for the tournament, 
so now it’s going to be 
here every four years, 
and so i think it’ll get 
the community more 
involved and play in 
front of the hometown 
crowd,” Martin said. 

Fifth-year coach 
Austin Albers agreed 
with Martin and said 
he hopes to see a huge 
crowd at Storey. 

“It’s a great op-
portunity to host it, 
we will still have the 
home court advantage, 
fan support, be able to 
sleep in our own beds. 
The home team always 
has such an advan-
tage,” Albers said.

According to Albers, 
LCCC was supposed to 
host the tournament 
in 2016 because the 
facilities in the RAC 
were supposed to be 
upgraded.

“Everything just 
kept getting pushed 
back due to talks of 

facilities upgrades, and 
by then it was too late 
due to the rules chang-
ing,” Albers said.

The Golden Eagles 
are having a successful 
season with a Region 
IX record of 10-4 as 
of Oct. 9.  Nelson cur-
rently leads the region 
in kills and hitting per-
centage, and she said 
she hopes to repeat as 
Region IX champions 
in front of their home 
crowd.

“I think it’ll be huge, 
even like our coach 
says, we don’t want to 
be a one-hit wonder, 
and he’s been building 
this program up and 
it’s only gotten better 
since he started,” 
Martin said. 

Nelson said that, on 
weeks that the team 
has away games, they 
practice at Storey Gym 
to help them prepare 
for the tournament.

 Christopher Edwards

Volleyball to host regional for first time in a decade

Smiles and hugs:
Taylor Stoeger celebrates with 
teammates after a goal against Butler 
Community College on Sept 2. LCCC 
won 2-0, with Stoeger scoring both 
goals. 

 Nikole Anderson

Digging deep:
Gwen Sheldon dives for the ball while teammate Kyle 
Meltzer looks on against McCook Community College Oct. 
9 in the RAC. LCCC won 3-2.

Gardner said that players 
like Stoeger are a pleasure to 
have on the team.


