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From the perimeter

By Irving 
Mercado 
Sports Editor

Athletes who 
have gone through 
adversity could either 
give up or use that ad-
versity to that athlete’s 
advantage. Laramie 
County Community 
College sophomore 
guard Gabrielle 
O’Connor (Colorado 
Springs, Colorado) is 
one of those players 
for the Golden Eagles 
women’s basketball 
team.

 O’Connor played 
for Pine Creek High 

School, where she 
achieved accolades 
such as winning 
an all-state 3-point 
shooting contest and 
made the all-state de-
fensive team, before 
coming to LCCC. 

O’Connors debut 
season was cut short 
after a broken meta-
tarsal bone in her 
left foot forced her to 
sit out her freshman 
season. Although 
O’Connor is consid-
ered a sophomore, 
a medical redshirt 
season allows for a 
student-athlete to 
attend classes while 

delaying athletic par-
ticipation in order to 
maintain all four years 
of athletic eligibility.    

O’Connor is off to a 
running start com-
ing off her redshirt 
season, averaging 
44 percent from 
both field-goal and 
3-point range. The 
LCCC point guard led 
the team in scoring 
against the Wyoming 
All-Stars, putting up 
25 points to lead the 
Golden Eagles to an 
80-71 victory.

“As a team we did 
really good, hopefully 
we can keep doing 

that for the rest of the 
year” O’Connor said.

According to 
O’Connor, the team 
is well bonded, and 
the level of dedica-
tion should make 
for a good season. 
O’Connor is currently 
on scholarship with 
LCCC and while she 
technically is still 
eligible for another 
season at the school, 
she said she hopes to 
transfer to a university 
after this season. The 
move would give her 
three years of athletic 
eligibility at the uni-
versity level.

From three-point range: 
O’Connor won the Colorado All-State 3-point contest.

Irving Mercado

By Tec Morning 
Star   

Campus Editor

The Laramie 
County Community 
College women’s 
soccer team will be 
playing in the NJCAA 
National Tournament 

after winning an at-
large bid.

The Golden Eagles 
did not make it to dis-
tricts this season after 
falling short in the 
Region IX final against 
Western Wyoming 
Community College 
1-0 on Oct. 27.  The 

Golden Eagles found 
out on Nov. 5 via the 
NJCAA website that 
they had made it to 
the national tourna-
ment. 

The Golden Eagles 
are scheduled to 
play at 7:30 p.m. Nov. 
12 against Arizona 

Western College. Their 
second match will be 
at 7:30 p.m. on Nov. 
13 against Eastern 
Florida State College. 
The tournament is 
being held Nov. 12-17 
at the Foley Sports 
Complex in Foley, 
Alabama.

Coach Jim Gardner 
said the Golden 
Eagles have never 
played Arizona 
Western College. 
He said he only 
knows about Arizona 
Western from what he 
has seen in films. 

Gardner said that 

his team is healthy 
but is experiencing 
injuries to mid-
fielder freshman Faith 
Meredith, who started 
nine games and has 
scored five times for 
the Golden Eagles this 
season. 

This tournament 

means a lot to the 
team, because it 
means the school 
receives recognition 
and it’s a testament 
to the strength of the 
program, Gardner 
said.

Golden Eagles earn second chance
Women’s soccer receives at-large bid to make NJCAA tournament

Gabi O’Connor leads Golden Eagles to success 
with her advantage from the three-point line


