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There were a total 
of 12 sexual miscon-
duct crimes reported 
across the seven 
Wyoming community 
colleges in 2016, and 
nine of them were 

reports of rape, ac-
cording to a national 
report.

The Jeanne 
Clery Act is a fed-
eral statute requiring 
colleges and universi-
ties participating in 
federal financial aid 
programs to maintain 
and disclose campus 

crime statistics and 
security information. 
The Clery Report 
shows statistics for 
many crimes, includ-
ing sexual misconduct 
crimes like rape, 
fondling, incest and 
statutory rape. 

Twelve reported 
crimes is down from 

2015, when 22 reports 
were made at the 
community colleges, 
with 11 of the reports 
being for rape.

In 2016, the 
Northern Wyoming 
Community College 
District had the high-
est number of sexual 
harassment crime 
reports with six inci-
dents of rape. 

Each community 
college has its own 
preventative mea-
sures put in place to 
help keep students 
safe and programs to 
help victims of sexual 
harassment to poten-
tially bring down the 
number of incidents 
on their campus.

Northern 
Wyoming 
Community College 
District: 3,988 stu-
dents.

The Northern 
Wyoming Community 
College District 
(NWCCD) houses 
both Gillette and 
Sheridan community 
colleges and had a 
total of six reports of 
rape in 2016, three on 
each campus.

Officials at 
NWCCD commented 
on the safety mea-
sures they have in 
place to keep their 
students safe.

Cheryl Heath, 
vice president for 
Administration and 
Title IX coordinator, 
said that NWCCD 
offers programming 
starting with orienta-
tion with students 
and faculty each se-
mester that includes 
Title IX training. 

Larissa Bonnet, 
director of Campus 
Life and Housing, 
said all students take 
the Campus Clarity; 

Think About It course. 
Bonnet said this 

course helps give the 
same information to 
all of the students.

Bonnet also said 
that the college talks 
about safety in their 
Student Orientation, 
Advising and 
Registration program, 
which includes in-
formation on report-
ing and what can be 
offensive to other 
students.

Bonnet said 
NWCCD has also 
provided programs 
to address issues like 
consent, harassment 
identification and by-
stander intervention.

Jason Vela, chief 
of police for the 
NWCCD, said that all 
students and fac-
ulty receive additional 
training as Campus 
Security Authority 
members, especially 
the resident advisors.

Heath said that the 
residence hall advisers 
come in a couple of 
weeks before the rest 
of the student body 
to receive additional 
training regarding 
Title IX and general 
campus safety.

Bonnet said that 
there is a ratio of 
about 1-20 to 1-22 
advisers to student 
residents on both of 
the campuses.

Vela said that both 
campuses have certi-
fied armed police of-
ficers and use security 
cameras. NWCCD is 
currently in the pro-
cess of putting up four 
emergency call boxes 
on each campus and 
does continuous sur-
veys of the lighting on 
campus.

Vela also said that 
the college offers a 
safety app that has 

an emergency button 
that triangulates a 
student’s location 
with an accuracy of 
up to 10 feet. The app 
also allows students to 
send anonymous re-
ports to police officers 
on campus. The app 
also allows for send-
ing mass messages to 
students signed up 
for the program. Vela 
said that NWCCD 
insists students sign 
up on the app during 
orientation.

Casper College: 
3,626 students.

In 2016, Casper 
College reported 
no crimes of sexual 
harassment. This 
was an improvement 
compared to 2015 
with one report of 
rape and two reports 
of fondling.

Public Relations 
Director Chris 
Lorenzen said that 
Casper College shares 
sexual misconduct 
information during 
student orientation. 
Sex Week, held in 
February, is where the 
college holds a whole 
week of education 
about all the issues 
regarding sexual 
behavior and safety to 
boost awareness.

Lorenzen said 
that all students go 
through a behavior 
training to teach stu-
dents how to stay safe 
and how to conduct 
themselves safely.

Lorenzen also said 
that the college’s well-
ness center publishes 
a journal called “The 
Stall Street Journal” 
in all the bathrooms. 
It’s a one-page journal 
that covers various 
topics, and the most 
recent issue focused 
on sexual conduct.

Lorenzen said that 
Casper has a campus 
security department, 
electronic door locks 
that are being in-
stalled across campus, 
and new security 
cameras installed over 
the last year. Lorenzen 
also said the campus 
is well lit.

When sexual 
assault does occur, 
all crimes should be 
reported through 
Casper’s Title IX coor-
dinator, Linda Toohey, 
to conduct investiga-
tions in conjunction 
with the police depart-
ment, Lorenzen said.

Western Wyoming 
Community College: 
3,462 students.

In 2016, Western 
Wyoming Community 
College reported one 
crime of rape and two 
crimes of fondling.

Philip Parnell, 
Western Wyoming 
Community College’s 
Title IX coordinator, 
said there is a manda-
tory requirement 
for the on-campus 
students to complete 
a program called My 
Student Body that 
teaches students 
about Title IX, sexual 
assault and harass-
ment, and alcohol and 
drugs. Parnell said 
that this program had 
a 100 percent re-
sponse rate this year.

Western updated 
its policy in the last 
two years to match 
current federal guide-
lines and adopt a 
zero-tolerance policy 
to anything that falls 
under Title IX, Parnell 
said. He also said 
every Title IX com-
plaint is investigated.

Wyoming community colleges see decrease 
in sexual harassment reports since 2015
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